
The Northern Turnpike 
by Ken Gottry, July 2006 

 
On August 9, 2006 at 7pm I’m giving a talk on the 

Northern Turnpike at the Cambridge Historical 

Society and Museum. This article is a brief 

introduction to some of the material that I’ll cover. 

 

The Northern Turnpike had a profound 

impact on the economic and physical 

development of Cambridge. Sure it gave us 

our present Turnpike Road and covered 

Buskirk Bridge, but it also put Cambridge 

on the “Interstate” which connected Troy 

with Canada. 

 

Hotels and stores in the West End of the 

village (Cambridge Corners) flourished due 

to the turnpike trade. The shunpike from 

Turnpike Road to Route 22 avoided the 

tollgate and helped the development of the 

East End of the village (North White Creek). 

 

Turnpikes played a major role in our 

nation’s expansion following the 

Revolutionary War. Between 1797 and 1846 

almost 500 turnpike companies were 

incorporated, and over 150 turnpikes were 

built. 

 

 
NYS Turnpikes in 1830 – Red line is our Northern 

Turnpike 

 

 

 

 

Incorporation 

The Northern Turnpike Road Company was 

incorporated on April 1, 1799 to build a road 

from Lansingburgh through Cambridge and 

Salem to Granville and to build a spur from 

Salem northeast to the Vermont line at 

Rupert. 

 

The original commissioners included three 

local men: Edmund Wells, Martin Van 

Buskirk, and William Hay. 

 

The road was to be at least 4 rods wide (66 

feet), 20 feet of which to be well compacted. 

Stone or gravel was to face the road with an 

arch in the middle. 

 

A toll bridge was to be erected across the 

Hoosick River and another across the 

Battenkill. 

 

The Route – Part One 

From Lansingburgh follow Route 40 to 

Melrose, then right and cross the 

Tomhannock Reservoir. 

 

From Tomhannock take Johnsonville Road 

to Millertown. Continue straight onto Clum 

Road to Route 67. 

 

The Route – Part Two 

In Buskirk, turn left and cross the Buskirk 

covered bridge. 

 

Newspaper articles seem to indicate that a 

(non-covered) bridge already existed at 

Buskirk in 1799. The first covered bridge 

was built in either 1801 or 1804. 

 

Head straight up Stage Road, still the dusty, 

dirt road it was in the early 1800’s. Stages 

then, and cars today, don’t have an easy 

climb to the top of Oak Hill. 

 

Around 1824-25, the eagle bridge was 

constructed, allowing stages to cross the 



Hoosick River at Eagle Bridge and follow 

today’s Turnpike Road, thus going around 

Oak Hill. 

 

The Route – Part Three 

Just south of Cambridge on Turnpike Road 

you’ll see two interesting things. 

 

First, on the left, is the Wheel House, which 

was the home of Edmund Wells, an original 

director of the Northern Turnpike 

Corporation. 

 

Second, on the right, is Shunpike Road. This 

was evidently just south of a tollgate, where 

travelers could cross to Route 22 and then 

reconnect to the Turnpike north of the 

village. 

 

Interestingly, if you go from Shunpike Road 

to Route 313 to Plains Road toward Shushan 

you’ll be on another (or is it the same) 

Shunpike Road, which connects to Route 22 

near the lakes. 

 

Also interesting is a suggestion that the 

turnpike went up South Union, then east on 

Main Street, then north on Park. 

 

The Route – Part Four 

Follow Route 22 north, turn right onto 

Lauderdale Road onto Ackley Road and 

reconnect to Route 22. 

 

Continue north across the Battenkill where 

the Old Red Covered Bridge stood until it 

washed away around 1927. 

 

The Route – Beyond 

The turnpike continued through Salem and 

Hebron to Granville following roughly the 

modern Route 22. 

 

The Milestone Markers 

A marble marker encased in stone was 

placed at every mile of the 53 mile journey. 

Many of the markers still exist, including a 

beautiful one on Ackley Road. One marker 

now lies under the Tomhannock Reservoir. 

 

 
Milepost on Ackley Road, Cambridge, NY 

 

On to Canada 

The original plan appears to have the 

turnpike connect Lansingburgh to Granville 

and then follow other roads through 

Hampton and north to Burlington and 

Canada. 

 

After the Champlain Canal connected the 

Hudson River to Lake Champlain at 

Whitehall, an “Upper Turnpike” was 

constructed between Granville and 

Whitehall, offering an alternate route to 

Canada. 

 

The Coming of the Railroad 

In 1852-53 the Washington & Rutland 

railroad passed through Cambridge halfway 

between the turnpike and shunpike, once 

again altering the economic and physical 

development of our community. 

 



Talk on August 9 

The museum at 12 Broad Street opens at 

6pm for tours and the talk begins at 7pm. 

 
Note: I’ve consulted over 20 sources on this topic 

(special thanks to Ray Purdy) and one thing is 

obvious - there are numerous versions of “the truth”. 

Even my father, who I’ve always considered an 

absolute truth on Cambridge history, published 

contradictory “facts” at different time. So, I’m sure 

many of you will question or disagree with my 

version of “the truth”, which is fine. It puts me in 

pretty esteemed company! 

 



Northern Turnpike – From a Political, 

Social, and Economic Perspective 
by Ken Gottry, July 2006 

 

This is a story of privatization, big business 

vs. big government, outsourcing, influential 

lobbyists, voting irregularities, corrupt 

public officials, and a widening gap between 

the Have’s and HaveNot’s. But this story is 

not about today; it’s about the Turnpike Era 

from 1797-1845 and our Northern Turnpike 

which was constructed from 1799-1804. 

 

What was the Northern Turnpike? 

The Northern Turnpike Company was 

incorporated in 1799 to build a toll road 

from Lansingburgh to Granville to attract 

the lucrative northern trade routes. 

 

The turnpike followed Route 40 from 

Lansingburgh to Melrose where it turned 

right onto the Melrose-Valley Falls Road. 

After crossing the Tomhannock Creek (a 

tiny brook that was later flooded to form the 

current reservoir), the road continued 

through Tomhannock to Millertown, 

connecting to Route 67 near the B&M 

trestle. 

 

In Buskirk, the turnpike company built a 

covered bridge across the Hoosick River 

from where the toll road went up Stage Road 

and over Oak Hill. Around 1825, the eagle 

bridge was constructed, allowing stages to 

cross the Hoosick River at Eagle Bridge and 

follow today’s Turnpike Road, thus going 

around Oak Hill. From there the toll road 

became our current Turnpike Road passing 

through Cambridge Corners as South and 

North Union Street and closely following 

Route 22 through Salem to Granville. 

 

Inns, liveries, and stores prospered where 

the turnpike passed through communities. 

South of the village, Shunpike Road took 

traffic off the toll road, up Park Street 

through North White Creek (the present East 

End of our village) reconnecting to the 

turnpike north of the village. Thus, the 

turnpike attracted trade and business that 

helped both ends of our community grow 

during the early 1800’s. 

 

Why Turnpikes? Why Then? 

In the 1990’s the Internet frontier fostered 

the growth of Dot-Com corporations trying 

to get rich quick. Similarly, following the 

Revolutionary War the Western frontier 

fostered the growth of turnpike corporations. 

 

Great wealth awaited whoever could 

connect the ports on the east coast to the rich 

trading centers along the Ohio River. 

Steamboats were experimental, canals were 

hard to finance, and the railroad hadn’t been 

created yet. 

 

That left roads as the best way to connect to 

the Western frontier, but should they be 

public or private roads? From 1790-1793 

New York State experimented with state 

authorized lotteries to publicly finance roads 

but with little success. 

 

The NYS General Highway Law of 1797 was 

an attempt to establish our new nation’s 

approach to providing internal services. The 

evolving political parties differed on the 

question of big business vs. big government, 

with the Federalists favoring privatization of 

services and the Jeffersonian Republicans 

leaning toward government involvement in 

internal improvements. 

 

Each approach had its problems. Distrust of 

private services in New York reached a 

political boiling point when the Federalists 

were accused of using the Montgomerie 

Charter to bar many Republicans from 

voting in New York City elections. 

However, public services favored by 

Republicans raised the concern of a 



powerful, central government much like the 

English one that had just been overthrown. 

 

In colonial times, road care was the 

responsibility of the local towns and 

districts. A “road tax” was not paid in 

dollars but in days worked, each man 

required to work a minimum of 3 days of 

road repair per year. 

 

Workers were rarely skilled, ambitious, or 

organized. Availability was often dictated by 

crop schedules not road deterioration. 

Corrupt town highway commissioners could 

be bribed to avoid working your days. As a 

result, public roads were often in bad repair. 

 

Sparsely populated areas often had very bad 

roads because they had the fewest workers. 

Poor roads meant less trade and less money. 

Less money meant less road repairs, creating 

an endless loop with little chance of 

economic improvement. 

 

In 1799, America decided to try 

privatization. 

 

Turnpike Corporations 

Turnpike corporations started springing up 

as entrepreneurs sought to get rich while 

providing the much needed roads to support 

the western trade. Just as with the Dot-Com 

explosion in the 1990’s, being the first 

turnpike corporation, not necessarily the 

best, meant a greater chance of gaining 

wealth. 

 

Many felt private corporations were the 

answer because the owners would be 

focused on providing the best product to 

ensure the biggest profit. The workers would 

be professionals skilled in building and 

maintaining roads. 

 

Others felt that corporations were too close 

to the despotism that we had just fought to 

overthrow. Many lawsuits were brought 

against turnpike corporations with the 

corporations almost always the loser. 

 

Competition and Lobbyists 

New York began to suffer as trade from 

communities east of the Hudson started 

flowing through New England and trade 

from communities west of the Hudson 

started flowing through Pennsylvania. Many 

believed this was because New York lagged 

behind the other states in turnpike 

development.  

 

Elkanah Watson (1758-1842) saw turnpikes 

in New York as the answer. Although not a 

public official, this political lobbyist had 

tremendous influence over turnpike 

development. 

 

Watson wrote articles in the Albany 

newspapers claiming that Troy was going to 

overtake Albany in trade because of its 

intention to develop turnpikes. Similarly, he 

wrote in the Troy newspapers that Troy 

would soon be a ghost town because of 

Albany’s plans for new turnpikes. 

 

Thanks to the competition encouraged by 

Watson, today from Albany we have the 

Albany-Schenectady Turnpike (Route 5) and 

the Western Turnpike (Route 20 west) and 

from Troy we have the Troy-Schenectady 

Turnpike (Route 7) and the Columbia 

Turnpike (Route 20 east).  

 

But, most important to the development of 

Cambridge, we have the Northern Turnpike, 

the only turnpike that headed north focusing 

on the trade route to Canada. 

 

Northern Turnpike April 1, 1799 

Chapter 79 of the Laws of 1799 created the 

First Company of the Northern Turnpike 

Road “for the purpose of making a good and 

sufficient road from the village of 



Lansingburgh in the county of Rensselaer 

through Cambridge and Salem to the house 

now occupied by Hezekiah Leaving in the 

town of Granville, and from the dwelling 

house of John Faulkner junior in the town of 

Salem to the line of Rupert in the State of 

Vermont.” 

 

The original directors included two local 

men: Edmund Wells and Martin Van 

Buskirk. A third director, William Hay, may 

have been the same man who, in 1799, 

donated a building that became the first 

Cambridge Washington Academy (more 

research needed). 

 

The road was to be at least 4 rods wide (66 

feet), 20 feet of which to be well compacted. 

Stone or gravel was to face the road with an 

arch in the middle. A toll bridge was to be 

erected across the Hoosick River at Buskirk 

and another across the Battenkill just south 

of Salem. 

 

The incorporation act includes a section that 

implies a bridge already existed in Buskirk: 

“if the turnpike road shall pass the Hoosick 

River at the bridge called Buskirks bridge ... 

the company shall be vested with the 

property of the bridge ... as if they had 

erected the same”. 

 

The corporation raised $20,000 by selling 

five hundred shares of stock at forty dollars 

per share. 

 

Cash flow, which is vital to the success of a 

young corporation, was to be achieved by 

erecting a tollgate as soon as each 10-mile 

section of the turnpike was completed. Rates 

for a 10-mile section ranged from 6 cents for 

a score of hogs or sheep to 25 cents for a 

coach drawn by four horses. Seasonal and 

annual passes were available. 

 

Mile stones were erected and placed at every 

mile of the 53-mile turnpike road to legibly 

mark the distance the stone was from 

Lansingburgh. Several of these milestones 

still exist including the complete 31-mile 

marker on Ackley Road north of Lake 

Lauderdale, the partial 27-mile marker on 

Route 22 just north of LeGrys Road (across 

from the Livestock Auction), and the partial 

23-mile marker on Turnpike Road just north 

of Owlkill Road (across from the Checkered 

House historic marker). 

 

In the 1960’s the 14-mile marker was 

discovered in a porch foundation in 

Lansingburgh. It was rescued and taken to 

Eastfield Village in Nassau, NY (10 miles 

east of Albany) where they teach stone 

carving. 

 

The 16-mile marker was discovered in a 

garden in Darien, CT. In 1800 this marker 

would have been on Route 67 in the Town 

of Pittstown. An antique appraisal of this 

unique marker was given as $1200 to $1600. 

 

Although many histories refer to the toll 

road as the Great Northern Turnpike, I 

believe that was the name of a different 

turnpike (more research needed). The 

Chapter 79 act, located in Volume 4 starting 

on page 54 clearly states the name of this 

corporation as the First Company of the 

Northern Turnpike Road. 

 

Also, many histories state that the turnpike 

went from Burlington, VT to Lansingburgh. 

You can see that our turnpike only went 

from Lansingburgh to Granville, where (I 

believe) the intention was to connect to 

another turnpike to complete the link to 

Burlington and Canada. Perhaps this 

collection of turnpikes was called the “great 

northern turnpike” (lower case). 

 

Eminent Domain and Outsourcing 



Once the turnpike corporation was 

established, surveying could be started to 

determine the path the road should follow. 

In some cases, the path followed existing 

roads and in other cases it tracked across 

privately owned land. 

 

Many disputes arose across New York State 

as turnpike corporations tried to assume 

ownership of farm land. Bribes may have 

been used to encourage corporations to 

follow a certain path thus increasing the 

wealth and status of a community. 

 

The surveying and construction of the 

Northern Turnpike road was outsourced. An 

article in the May 20, 1801 edition of the 

Lansingburgh Gazette called for proposals 

to survey a 10-mile section of road. The 

survey was completed by June 16, 1801 

when a second ad sought proposal to bid on 

the next 10 mile section. 

 

On July 14, 1801 an ad in the Lansingburgh 

Gazette called for proposals to work on the 

road from Mr. Warner’s house, south of 

John Younglove in the town of Cambridge, 

to the Court House in the town of Salem 

 

A supplemental corporation act, Chapter 102 

- Laws of 1802, amended the First Company 

of the Northern Turnpike Road’s charter to 

also build a road beginning at Snyder’s 

Creek, past Jonathan Yate’s tavern in 

Pittstown to the Hoosick River near where 

Fonda’s bridge formerly stood. This may be 

Otter Creek Road, which I’ve heard called 

the Tomhannock Turnpike by old-timers.  

 

On March 8, 1802 an ad in Salem called for 

proposals to build a bridge across the Batten 

Kill. The bridge, to be 24 feet wide and 

covered with 3 inch pine planks, was to be 

completed by September 1
st
. This bridge 

was known as the Old Red Covered Bridge 

until it washed away in the flood of 1927. 

 

An ad on June 16, 1802 called for proposals 

“for building a bridge over the Hoosick 

River, north of Abraham Lake’s house, to be 

completed by the first day of November 

next”. 

 

In 1803 the trustees of first incorporated 

Presbyterian congregation in Salem 

“received $40.00 from the directors of the 

northern Turnpike Road – being the amount 

of the damages appraised for the road laid 

out through the land belonging to the first 

incorporated Presbyterian congregation in 

Salem”. 

 

In June 1812, the trustees of the first and 

second Congregations met at Ephraim 

Allen’s hotel and made the following 

resolutions: “Resolved that there be a good 

decent gate erected where the bars now 

stand, which lead in from the Turnpike road 

to the Graveyard, and Capt John Williams 

agrees to find good iron hinges for said gate 

and also to keep said gate in good repair 

after it is built; resolved that a committee of 

two persons be chosen, one out of each 

Congregation, to build said gate and to 

repair the road from the Turnpike to the 

Graveyard”. 

 

Unprofitability, Canals, and Railroads led 

to Turnpike’s Demise 

Every early law contained details about fines 

for failure of the corporation to meet its 

obligation. The laws also clearly listed 

exemptions from tolls, such as funeral 

processions and farmers going to/from their 

farms,  

 

However, the incorporation law included 

little description for the upkeep of the roads. 

The unwritten assumption that toll revenue 

would be used to regularly maintain the 

roads never was realized. In fact, turnpike 

corporations were so unprofitable that being 



offered turnpike stock as collateral in the 

early 1800’s was similar to being offered 

corporate stock options during the Dot-Com 

collapse in 2001. 

 

Major changes, described in the NYS 

General Highway Law of 1807, were 

intended to address turnpike corporation 

problems that had been observed in the 

preceding ten years. Lawsuits, like an 1807 

one against the Northern Turnpike, were 

usually settled in favor of towns and 

landowners, significantly eating away at any 

corporation profits. 

 

Shunpikes were a commonly accepted 

means of avoiding tollgates on the turnpike, 

further reducing turnpike revenue. 

 

The Erie Canal’s completion in 1825 

signaled the beginning of the end for 

westward turnpikes in New York. Shortly 

after, the Champlain Canal offered a new 

route from Albany to Canada, one that 

didn’t pass through Cambridge. The 

railroads, from their beginning in New York 

in 1831, also struck another death knell for 

turnpike roads. 

 

Plank roads were in vogue from 1847 to 

1853, until their claim for more durability 

and less maintenance than dirt roads proved 

to be less than half right -- 3 year lifespan 

instead of the claimed 8 years. 

 

On March 3, 1864 the Lansingburgh Gazette 

carried an ad for an auction to be held on 

March 14 at the Phoenix Hotel at which a 

tollgate and house from the Northern 

Turnpike and Lansingburgh Plank Road 

were to be sold. 

 

Around 1810, a mile of turnpike cost about 

$2,000 to construct compared to $30,000 for 

a mile of canal. From 1840-1860 the original 

price advantage of turnpike construction 

over canal and railroad construction 

disintegrated and by the Civil War turnpike 

corporations were a thing of the past, 

although a few turnpikes continued 

operation into the early 1900’s. 

 

Questions about the Turnpike and 

Cambridge 

As many of you know from my earlier 

writings, I focus a lot on the division of our 

village. In the early 1800’s it was North 

White Creek vs. Cambridge Corners. After 

the two communities united to form the 

Village of Cambridge in 1866, the disputes 

were between the East End vs. the West 

End. I wonder what role the Northern 

Turnpike played in the division. 

 
[Note – the following paragraphs have not been 

thoroughly researched and may contain numerous 

errors. These thoughts are presented here to suggest 

possible impacts the Northern Turnpike may have 

had on Cambridge] 

 

Inns and liveries thrived in Cambridge 

Corners as turnpike travelers needed a place 

to stop, eat, and rest. I understand the 

community was first located where the 

Crossroad meets the Turnpike, just north of 

the Turnpike cemetery. I wonder if the 

building of the turnpike influenced the 

community to be moved north to the current 

intersection of Union Street and Main Street. 

 

It must have been quite a climb for a stage 

coach to climb South Union Street and then 

stop at Main Street at the first Union House 

(just ask anyone trying to learn to drive a 

stick-shift today ... that intersection is to be 

avoided if at all possible). Also, Cambridge 

Creek was dammed just south of Main 

Street to support the Blakely Mill. That must 

have made the area wet and made traveling 

more difficult. 

 

As Cambridge Corners was growing 

wealthier from the turnpike trade, two things 



happened. First, around 1800 some 

inhabitants moved westward to form 

Stevenson’s Corners, known today as Coila. 

Perhaps they couldn’t stand the hustle-bustle 

of living on “the Interstate”. In 1852 when 

the first railroad was being built in the area, 

it was first offered to Coila, who turned it 

down. In 1866 Coila was invited to become 

part of the village but declined. The 

inhabitants of Coila always voted for the 

simpler life, perhaps remembering their 

fathers’ efforts to get away from “the rapid 

advances of the turnpike”. 

 

The second thing that happened was the 

creation of Shunpike Road. Shunpikes were 

roads built to go around toll houses on the 

turnpike to avoid paying for the use of the 

road. The shunpike brought turnpike 

travelers through North White Creek, thus 

growing the economy of the east end of the 

current village. There were two hotels, two 

liveries, and a blacksmith shop at the 

intersection of Main Street and Park Street. 

 

But one thing bothers me about the story of 

the Shunpike: its location. The incorporation 

papers called for toll gates every 10 miles or 

so. There was a toll gate at the bottom of 

Oak Hill, the foundation of which can still 

be seen during dry summer months. So, why 

would a traveler pay that toll and then 2 

miles farther north take a shunpike. Was the 

shunpike a gimmick invented by the East 

Enders to encourage stages and travelers to 

take the drier, flatter route through their 

community? 

 

Next Time 

Each year I pick a topic, research it, and 

give a presentation at the Cambridge 

Historical Society. Each year I expect my 

research to answer questions about the 

history of our community, but invariably it 

creates even more questions. Oh well, I’m 

having fun and perhaps adding a bit to the 

history of my community. 
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Movement in New York, 1797-1845; Daniel B. 

Klein; Law & Society Review, 1992; Pages 469-512 
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Lansingburgh Historical Society; Warren Broderick 

Historical Research; Kenneth A Gottry, Sr; 
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Historical Research; D.A.R 

 



 

This map shows the path of the Northern Turnpike from Melrose in the lower left corner, 

through Tomhannock to Buskirk in the upper right corner. This is my best guess based on 

historical documents and current roads, but may not be completely accurate since my research 

has focused on the Cambridge area.  

 

It is interesting to note that the Northern Turnpike crossed what is now the Tomhannock 

Reservoir. Back then, it was just the Tomhannock Creek, so small that it didn’t merit mention in 

the incorporation papers the way the Hoosick River and Battenkill River did. 
 

 
Northern Turnpike route from Melrose (lower left) to Buskirk (upper right) 



The black line shows the route of the Northern Turnpike from Buskirk in the lower left corner, 

through the village of Cambridge, and past Lake Lauderdale in the upper right corner. The red 

line shows two possible “shunpikes” based on historical records and the fact that the two roads 

are called Shunpike Road. The circled-M’s indicate the location of 3 milepost markers still in 

existence (photos on next page). The circled-T indicates the location of a tollgate, the outline of 

the foundation of which is still visible during dry summer months. 
 

 
Northern Turnpike from Buskirk (lower left), through Cambridge, past Lake Lauderdale (upper right) 



 

Photos of three of the Northern Turnpike mileposts still in existence around Cambridge 
 

  Milepost-23; Turnpike Road, Cambridge 

 

 Milepost-27; Route 22, across from 

Auction Barn, north of Cambridge 

 

  Milepost-31; Ackley Road, Jackson 



CHAP. 79, 

AN ACT to establish a turnpike corporation for improving the road from the village of 

Lansingburgh through Cambridge and Salem to the house now occupied by Hezekiah Leaving in 

the town of Granville, and also from the house of john Faukner junior in Salem to the line of 

Rupert in the State of Vermont near the house of William Brown.  

 

PASSED the 1st of April, 1799 

Be it inacted by the People of the State of New York represented in Senate and Assembly, That 

John Lovett, Cornelius Lansing, James Brookins, John Carpenter, William Hay, Edward Wells 

junr., Stephen Clapp, John Williams, William Harkness, David Thomas, Edward Savage, Daivd 

Hopkins, David Long, John C. bishop, Timothy Leonard, Silvester Rowley, Jacob Holmes, 

William Porter, Martin Van Buskirk, and all such persons as shall associate for the purpose of 

making a good and sufficient road from the village of Lansingburgh in the county of Rensselaer 

through Cambridge and Salem to the house now occupied by Hezekiah Leaving in the town of 

Granville, and from the dwelling house of John Faulkner [note the difference in spelling of 

Faulkner to the first paragraph of Faukner] junior in the town of Salem to the line of Rupert in 

the State of Vermont shall be and hereby created and made a corporation and body politic in fact 

and in name by the name of the President, Directors and First Company of the Northern 

Turnpike Road, and the said corporation shall by that name be capable in law to purchase, have, 

hold, enjoy and retain to them and their successors lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods, 

chattels and effects of every kind whatsoever and the same or any part thereof to sell, grant, 

remise, alien, or dispose of, to sue and be sued, to plead and be impleaded, to answer and be 

answered unto, defend and be defended in all courts of record or any other place whatsoever; 

provided that the lands so to be purchased as aforesaid shall be such only as may be necessary to 

carry into effect the object and shall not exceed the sum of two thousand dollars.  

 

And be it further enacted That John Lovett, john Carpenter, Martin Van Buskirk, Edmond Wells, 

junr, john Williams, David Long and timothy Leonard be and they are hereby appointed 

commissioners to do and perform the several duties herein after mentioned that is to say they 

shall on or before the first Tuesday of June next procure seven books and in each of them enter 

as follows "We whose names are hereunto subscribed do for ourselves and our legal 

representatives promise to pay to the President Directors and First Company of the Northern 

Turnpike Road the sum of forty dollars for every share of stock in said company set opposite to 

our respective names in such manner and proportion and at such time and place as shall be 

determined by the said president, directors and [ had and written in my copy ] company," and the 

said books shall be deposited with such persons and opened at such times and places as the said 

commissioners may direct; and every subscriber shall at the time of subscribing pay unto either 

of the said commissioners five dollars for each share so subscribed; and the said commissioners 

shall as soon as five hundred shares shall have been subscribed cause an advertisement to be 

inserted in the public news papers printed in the village of Lansingburgh and the town of Salem 

giving at least twenty days notice of the time and place the said subscribers shall meet for the 

purpose of choosing thirteen directors (who shall be stockholders) for the purpose of managing 

the concerns of the said company for one year, and the Tuesday preceding the day on which the 

directors shall be so chosen shall for ever hereafter be the anniversary day for choosing directors, 



and the said directors elected by a plurality of votes of the stockholders present shall 

immediately proceed to the choice of one of their number for president, and the said president 

and directors may meet from time to time and shall have power to make such bye laws, rules, 

orders and regulations as may be proper and necessary for the well ordering the affairs of the 

said corporation; provided that no bye law or regulations shall give or allow more than ten votes 

to any one stockholder, and that each person shall be entitled to one vote for every share by him 

held under that number.  

 

And be it further enacted That not less than seven directors shall constitute a board for the 

transaction of business, of whom the president shall always be one, except in cases of necessary 

absence in which case his place may be supplied during such absence by another director to be 

chosen by a majority of the directors present.  

 

And be it further enacted That if it shall appear to the said president and directors that if by 

deviating from the now public road the distance between the places designated for the 

commencement and ending of said road can be materially shortened, it shall be lawful for the 

president and directors to make such alterations as may be found necessary and to lay the road 

herein contemplated to be made in and through any enclosed improved or unimproved lands, and 

with their carriages beasts, tools and improvements to enter in and upon any land contiguous to 

the said road, and to carry away any timber, stones, gravel, sand or other earth being more 

conveniently situated for making or repairing said road, and to use the same for carrying on the 

said work, the said president and directors paying the owner or owners of the land so as to be laid 

out as part of the road the value of the land or of the materials aforesaid as the case may be, 

together with such reasonable sum for damages as may be agreed on and in case of disagreement 

between the parties as to the said value or damages the same shall be determined by 

appraisement to be made on oath of three, or if they disagree, of two indifferent freeholders to be 

mutually chosen or (if the owners of the said land or materials refuse or neglect to join in the 

choice) to be appointed by any justice of the peace of the county in which the lands or property 

in dispute shall lie.  

 

And be it further enacted That the said president, directors and company shall cause a road to be 

laid out, at least four rods wide, twenty feet of which shall be bedded with wood, stone, gravel or 

any other hard substance well compacted together, a sufficient depth to secure a solid foundation 

to the same, and the said road shall be faced with gravel or stone pounded or other small hard 

substance in such manner as to secure a firm and as near as the materials will admit an even 

surface rising towards the middle by a gradual arch, and they shall during the continuance of this 

act maintain and keep the same in good and perfect order, the whole length of the said road.  

 

And be it further enacted That as soon as the said president, directors and company shall erect a 

bridge across Hoosick river then and in such case it shall be lawful for the said company to erect 

a gate thereon and demand and receive the same toll as they are authorized to demand and 

receive from persons passing through the gates on the said turnpike road for ten miles of the 

same; and as soon as the said president, directors and company shall erect a bridge across the 

creek commonly called Battenkill it shall be lawful for the said company to erect a gate thereon 

and to demand and receive one half of the toll which they are authorized to receive from persons 

passing through any gates for ten miles of the same.  



And be it further enacted That if the said turnpike road shall pass the Hoosick river at the bridge 

call Buskirks bridge in the town of Cambridge in the county of Washington the said company 

shall be vested with the property of the said bridge called buskirks bridge in the same manner as 

if they had erected the same any law to the contrary notwithstanding, but shall receive no toll for 

passing the same.  

 

And be it further enacted That as soon as any part of said road, not less than ten miles in any 

place or part thereof is made passable and convenient as aforesaid, notice thereof may be given 

to the person administering the government of this state who shall thereupon forthwith nominate 

two or more persons to view the same whose duty it shall be to report to him in writing whether 

that part of the said road is made and finished in a good and proper manner according to the true 

intent and meaning of this act, and if their report be in the affirmative then it shall be lawful for 

the person administering the government of this State and he is hereby required by licence under 

his hand and the privy seal of the state to permit the said president, directors and company to 

erect and fix so many gates and turnpikes upon and across said road as will be necessary and 

sufficient to collect the duties and tolls herein after granted to the said corporation from all 

persons traveling on the same.  

 

And be it further enacted That as soon as the whole or any part of the said road shall be 

completed and permission to erect a gate or gates as aforesaid be granted the president and 

directors may appoint toll gatherers to collect and receive of and from all and every person or 

persons using the said road the tolls and duties herein after mentioned and no more, that is to say, 

any number of miles not less than ten in length of said road the following sums of money and so 

in proportion for any greater or lesser distance or for any greater or lesser number of sheep, hogs 

or cattle, to wit, for every score of sheep five cents; for every score of hogs five cents; for every 

score fo cattle twelve cents; for every horse and rider or led horse four cents; for every sulkey, 

chair or chaise with one horse twelve cents for every chariot, coach, coachee or pheaton twenty 

five cents; for every stage-waggon or other four wheeled carriage drawn by two horses or oxen 

twelve cents, and two cents for every additional ox or horse; for every cart sleigh or sled drawn 

by two oxen or horses six cents, and for every additional horse or ox two cents; and it shall be 

lawful for any of the toll gatherers to stop any person riding, leading or driving any horses, cattle, 

sheep or hogs, sulkey, pheaton chair chaise, cart, waggon, sleigh or other carriage of burthen or 

pleasure from passing through the gates or turnpike until they have respectfully paid the toll as 

above specified: Provided That nothing in this act shall be construed so as to entitle the said 

corporation to demand or receive of or from any person passing to or from public worship or to 

or from his common business on his farm or to or from any mill.  

 

And be it further enacted That the said corporation shall cause mile stones to be erected and 

place one for each and every mile of the said road, on which they shall be permitted to place 

gates or turnpikes; and on each stone places as aforesaid shall be fairly and legibly marked the 

distance the said stone is from Lansingburgh, and shall also erect guide posts at the intersection 

of each road leading from the said turnpike road and to which post boards shall be attached on 

which shall be inscribed the name of the town in which the post stands and the name of the town 

or towns to which the road leads in the direction to which the board points; and the said 

corporation shall also cause to be affixed to each gate or turnpike a printed list of the rates of toll 

which may be lawfully demanded.  



And be it further enacted That if any person or persons shall break or throw down or deface any 

of the mile stones, guide posts or boards so erected for information of travelers, or shall cut break 

down or destroy any of the gates or turnpikes which shall be erected in pursuance of this act or 

shall forcibly pass the same without having paid the legal toll at such gate or turnpike such 

person or persons shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ten dollars nor less than one dollar to 

be recovered by the treasurer of the corporation to their use in an action of trespass; and if any 

person shall with his team, carriage, or horses turn out of said road to pass the said gates on 

ground adjacent thereto and again enter on said road with intent to avoid the toll due by virtue of 

this act such person shall forfeit and pay three times as much as the legal toll for any such person 

in passing through such gate or turnpike as aforesaid, to be recovered by the treasurer of the said 

corporation for the use thereof in an action of debt.  

 

And be it further enacted That if any toll gatherer shall unreasonably delay or hinder any 

traveller or passenger at any of the gates or shall demand or receive more toll than is by this act 

established, he shall for every such offence forfeit and paythe sum of five dollars to be sued for 

and recovered before any justice of the peace in the county where such offence shall be 

committed for the sole use of the person so unreasonably, delayed, hindered or defrauded.  

And be it further enacted That the shares in the said turnpike road shall be taken, deemed and 

considered to be personal estate and shall and may be transferable, and a certificate of such 

transfer shall be recorded by the clerk of the corporation in a book to be kept by him for that 

purpose.  

 

And be it further enacted That the president and directors of the said corporation shall keep a just 

and fair account of all monies received by the several collectors of toll on said road, and shall 

make and declare a dividend of the clear profits and income (all contingent costs and charges 

being first deducted) amongst all the stockholders of the said corporation and shall on the second 

Tuesday of January and July in every year publish the half yearly dividend to be made of the said 

clear profits among the stockholders and of the time and place when and where the same will be 

paid and shall cause the same to be paid accordingly.  

 

And be it further enacted That the said president and directors shall within six months after said 

road is completed lodge in the comptrollers office of this State, an account of the expense 

thereof, and the corporation shall annually exhibit to the comptroller a true account of the 

dividend or income arising from said toll, with the annual disbursements on said road.  

 

And be it further enacted That the legislature may dissolve the said corporation when the income 

arising from said toll shall have fully compensated the said corporation for all monies they may 

have expended in purchasing, making, repairing and taking care of said road together with an 

interest of fourteen per centum per annum and thereupon the right, interest and property of said 

road shall be vested in the people of this State and be and remain at their disposal. 



Chapter 102, 
 

a supplemental act relative to the construction of the Northern Turnpike, provided additional 

construction details for the section 'north of Snyder's Creek' 

 

An ACT supplementary to the act, entitled 'An Act to establish a Turnpike Corporation, for 

improving the road from the village of Lansingburgh through Cambridge and Salem, to the 

house now occupied by Hezekiah Leaving, in the town of Granville, and also from the house of 

John Faulkner, junior, in Salem, to the line in Rupert, in the state of Vermont, near the house of 

William Brown,' passed 1st April, 1799.  

 

Passed April 3rd, 1802 

BE it enacted by the people of the state of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly, 

That the Company known by the name of the 'President, Directors and first Company, of the 

Northern Turnpike Road,' shall and hereby is authorized to make a good and sufficient road, 

beginning ay Snyder's creek, where the said Northern Turnpike shall intersect the said creek, and 

from thence by Jonathan Yates's tavern, in Pittstown, on a direction as parallel with the 

Sinkoicke, as the shape of the land and the conveniency of the inhabitants will admit, to the 

Hosick river, at or near the place where Fonda's bridge was erected, keeping to the northward of 

Abraham Lake's house, on as direct a course by Jacob Merrit's store, to the Vermont line, as the 

said President, Directors and first Company, of the Northern Turnpike Road may deem 

necessary. And be it further enacted, That the said President, Directors and Company, of the first 

Northern Turnpike road, shall, for the additional road hereby authorized, have and receive the 

same rates of toll, as is allowed them in and by the act whereby they were incorporated; and be 

entitled to the privileges and authorities; and be subject to the same limitation in the said act 

contained, as far as is consistent with the regulations, restrictions and provisions herein after 

prescribed. 

 

And be it further enacted, That as soon as the said President, Directors and Company, shall eract 

a bridge across Hosick river, at or near the place where Fonda's bridge formerly stood, then in 

such case it shall be lawful for the said Company to erect a gate thereon, and demand and receive 

the same toll, as they are authorized to demand and receive, from persons passing through the 

gates on the said Turnpike road, for ten miles of the same. 

 

And whereas, the said President and Directors, have by their petition represented to the 

Legislature, that the present stock of the said Company, is insufficient to complete the Turnpike 

as the law directs, without an additional stock, and have prayed the aid of the Legislature in the 

premises: Therefore, 

 

it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the President, Directors and Company of the first 

Northern Turnpike, to receive subscriptions to the stock of the said Company, until the whole 

number of shares shall amount to two thousand, in order that they may be enabled to complete 

the road, directed to be improved by this act, which shares shall together form the captial stock 

of the said Company. 

 



And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Governor and Council of Appointment, 

to appoint three Commissioners, not interested in the said road, whose duty it shall be to lay out 

such road according to the best of their judgment and understanding, in such manner as that the 

object of the Corporation, and the general interest of the public shall be in the best manner 

effected, without favour or partiality, but to conform to the directions of this act, where it may be 

practicable; and that it shall be the duty of the Commissioners, so to be appointed, to deposit in 

the office of the Clerk of the county, through which said road shall pass, an accurate map of the 

survey of the same, designating the several particular points through which the said road shall 

pass and that the Commissioners for such services, shall be allowed at a rate of two dollars per 

day, which, together with the expences of surveying the road and recording the survey, shall be 

paid by the Corporation. 

 

And be it further enacted, That if the aforesaid road shall be laid through any inclosed or 

improved or timber lands, the owner or owners thereof shall be paid such damages, as such 

owner or owners may sustain by reason thereof; which damages shall be determined and 

assessed, by two Justices of the Peace and fix reputable freeholders on oath, not having an 

interest in the land so laid out into a road as aforesaid; and the said freeholders shall be 

summoned by the Sheriff of the county, in which such road shall be laid out, by virtue of a 

warrant to be issued by the said two Justices of the Peace for that purpose; and the whole of the 

said damages, together with the charges of summoning the jury, shall be paid for by the said 

Corporation 

 

And be it further enacted, That the road to be laid out by virtue of this act, shall be made thirty-

three feet wide between the ditches; and that there be ditches on each side of the turnpike, of 

sufficient width and sufficiently smooth for a good sleigh road wherever it is practicable; and the 

said road hereby directed to be laid out, shall be bedded with stone or other hard substance, not 

less than twenty-eight feet wide, so as to secure a solid foundation, and covered over at least six 

inches with gravel, so as to make the same firm and smooth. 

 

And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the President and Directors, to enter into 

the lands of any citizen, contiguous to the road described in this act, and take timber or other 

materials therefrom, without having first agreed with the owner thereof for the same. 

 

And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Governor and Councli of Appointment, 

to appoint three judicious disinterested persons, in the respective counties through which such 

turnpike road shall pass, with full power and authority, to examine the aforesaid turnpike road, 

and if on examination they find such turnpike road not constructed agreeable to law, or that the 

same is out of good repair, in either case they shall order the gate or gates opened, which shall be 

kept open till the same shall be so constructed or put in good repair; and the said Commissioners 

shall receive, as a compensation for their services, each two dollars per day. Provided, That not 

more than two days service, shall be allowed in any one month to any one of the said 

Commissioners, which shall be paid by the Corporation. 

 

 



This section was taken from website 

http://www.geocities.com/cornwallace55/ntpke.html?200628. 
(I believe this is Mike Engle’s website) 

 

Logistics of the road 

The Northern Turnpike is over 50 miles from north of, at the time, Lansingburgh, NY to south of 

the village of Granville, NY. It started approximately where Testo's restaurant is in 

Lansingburgh, this is at the southwest corner of 124th St and 4th Ave. It is important to note that 

at the time of the building of the turnpike, this point was not in Lansingburgh, as the free road 

went in the same direction to what is now 2nd ave. and then you went south on this road to 

Lansingburgh, which was between present day 111th and 115th. 

 

The road went up Northern Drive, and Oil Mill Hill and Brickyard Road, then up to Route 40. 

Imagine if northern Drive did not bend right before Oil Mill Hill and went straight up the hill at 

even level with the train tracks which would be built at a later time. [Note that these train tracks 

eventually became an overpass] It followed Route 40 up to Grants Hollow where the turnpike 

did go through Grant's Hollow. The road continued to Melrose and went on Melrose-Valley Falls 

road. This was previously designated as County Rt 5 and NY Rt 40a. It crossed the Tomhannock 

Reservoir, when it was just the Tomhannock Creek at what was a covered bridge. Then it went 

thru the hamlet of Tomhannock. It went to Miller's Corners and onto NY Route 67. It followed 

Rt 67 except for a small detour onto Hunt Road where you can't get back onto Rt 67 as it goes 

through what is now someone's residence. The road then went on to the Buskirk Covered Bridge. 

On this section of Rt 67, the turnpike followed the same route except for a slight variation off 

onto another road. It then crossed the bridge and went up a hill on Stage Rd, which is still a dirt 

road and made its way to Cambridge. After Cambridge, it presumably followed Old Rt 22 Road. 

Near Lake Lauderdale, it stopped following Rt 22 for a bit as evidenced by a mile marker on 

Ackley Road. Where Rt 22 currently crosses the Battenkill Creek, there previously was a 

covered bridge called the Old Red Bridge. It passed through Salem and made its way up to 

Granville on Rt 22. The best places to see what the road might have looked like when it was a 

toll road would be Stage Road, from the Buskirk Covered Bridge and Hunt Road. At each mile, 

there was a marker on how many miles until Lanfingburgh. At the time, 's' was written as a fancy 

'f' and in much writings, it came out to look like a 'f'. 

 

Here is my list of the 53 markers and their status as of July 2006: 

 
Number Description 

1  

2  

3 East side of Route 40 – on the curve entering Speigletown at the 

intersection of Fogarty Road – in front of the John Van Der Spiegle 

homestead 

4 East side of Route 40 between Speigletown and Grants Hollow – 

almost across from Turner Road 

5  

6 Gone – would by on County Route 117 

7  

8  

9 Probably under the Tomhannock Reservoir 

10 Village of Tomhannock on east side – about in the middle of the 



Number Description 

village – go past cemetery 

11  

12  

13 On county route 27 between Tomhannock and Millertown 

14 as of 1967 in the garden of Mrs Warren J (Frances) Broderick at 695 

Fourth Ave, Lansingburgh – she was president of the Lansingburgh 

Historical Society in 1967 – her son, Warren, works in the NYS 

Archives in 2006 – probably came from road between Tomhannock 

and Millertown on Town Road (sort of an extension to County 

Route 27), maybe near the cemetery – this marker went to Eastfield 

Village in Nassau, NY to be studied by stonecutters 

15  

16 Returned to the Pittstown Historical Society by a family who found 

it in their garden in Darien, CT – in 2006, kept at the Sherman Farm 

in Pittstown, where the historical society keeps its collections – 

contact is Connie Kheel 

17  

18  

19  

20 missing - would be on Stage Road 

21 missing - would be on Stage Road 

22  

23 south of Village of Cambridge on Turnpike Road – across from site 

of Checkered House 

24  

25  

26  

27 Route 22 – in ditch across from livestock auction barn 

28  

29 Route 22 – on bank above road (as of 2003) – across from Snuffy’s 

restaurant (formerly Innisfail Inn) 

30  

31 On Ackley Road – perfect condition – covered with cobblestone 

arch – turnpike continued south to Lake Lauderdale and rejoined 

Route 22 at Kenyon Hill Road 

32 Route 22 – in ditch – buried but top visible – 1 mile north of Ackley 

Road across from old “Normandie Inn” 

33  

34 Route 22 – across from old Wel Tevreden restaurant 

35  

36 Route 22 south of Salem at Brook Lane Road 

37  

38  

39 Route 22 – north of north leg of Quarry Road – this is another 

milepost (Troy/Whitehall) just south on west side of Route 22 

40 Route 22 – north of Salem in lawn – house has stone steps and 

lattice on parch 

41 Route 22 – small damage to top – 100 yards north of Tiplady Road 

42  

43 Route 22 – present but damaged 

44  

45  

46 Route 22 –damaged. Across from So. Grimes Hill Road 



Number Description 

47  

48 Route 22 300 yards north of Sawmill Road – marker is broken off 

and only base remains – may be stored at NYS Highway Barn in 

Whitehall? 

49  

50  

51  

52  

53 South of Granville village line at intersection north of McDonald’s 

restaurant 

  

Milepost list compiled by Ray Purdy, Queensbury, NY, 2003 

 

Some advertisements that appeared in Newspapers 
 

June 11th, 1799 - Northern Budget 

Notice is hereby given that the Books of the first company of the Northern Turnpike Road are 

opened, agreeably to the directions of the statute incorporating said Company, and are lodged 

with the Commissioners at the following places, viz - At Lansingbrugh, with John Lovett; at 

Pittstown, with John Carpenter; at Buskirk's Bridge, with Martin Van Buskirk; at Cambridge, 

with Edmund Wells, jun.; at Salem, with John Williams; at Hebron, with David Long; at 

Granville, with Timothy Leonard. -All persons desiring to subscribe for Shares in said Company, 

may apply to either of said Commissioners, st either of the aforesaid places. 

 

 

May 20th, 1801 - Lansingbrugh Gazette 

The Directors of the First Northern Turnpike Road, leading from Lansingburgh, in the county of 

Rensselaer, to Granville, in the county of Washington, a distance of more than fifty miles, will be 

ready to commence working said road by the fifth day of June next - Any persons desiring to 

contract for any part of said road, which may be surveyed this season, may make application to 

the Directors in Lansingburgh, by said day.  

By order of the Board 

A. Douglas, Clerk. 

 

 

June 16th 1801 - Lansingburgh Gazette 

NORTHERN TURNPIKE ROAD 

Ten miles of this road are already surveyed, and a contract entered into for working it this 

summer. The contractors are men of industry and enterprise, and are well acquainted with their 

business. The Directors are at present exploring and surveying a further ten miles of the road, 

which, we understand will also be completed during the season. Perhaps no turnpike in the state, 

will, in proportion to its extent, be of greater utility to the public, or more productive to its 

proprietors. It will be the through-fare through which the produce of the northern part of this 

state, and the principal part of the western district of Vermont, must come to market, and the soil 

over which it is to pass, is in general well calculated for constructing it and rendering it durable. 

The stock is nearly all taken up - about one hundred shares only remaining unsubscribed. 

 



 

March 8, 1802 Lansingburgh Gazette 

NORTHERN TURNPIKE ROAD 

PROPOSALS will be received by the Subscribers, until the first day day of April next, for 

working the road from the house of Mr. E Warner, south of John Younglove, in the town of 

Cambridge, to the Court-House, in the town of Salem, to be completed by the first day of 

September next. All persons wishing to contract, will send in their Proposals, in writing, previous 

to the said first day of April next. 

 

A BRIDGE 

PROPOSALS will also be received for building a BRIDGE across Batten-Kill, on said Turnpike 

road to be a firm, substantial, well built Bridge, twenty-four feet wide, and covered with three 

inch pine plank, and completed by the said first day of September next. 

JOS. ALEXANDER, at Lansingburgh. 

ABNER STONE, \ 

JAMES HARVEY, / at Salem. 

 

 

April 16, 1802 Lansingburgh Gazette 

Northern Turnpike Road 

The Legislature of this state having, by a law, passed at the last session of the same, authorized 

the President, Directors and First Company of the Northern Turnpike Road, to increase the 

Capital Stock of the Company forty thousand Dollars - NOTICE is hereby given, That on 

TUESDAY the 11th day of May next, at two o'clock in the afternoon, a BOOK will be opened at 

the dwelling house of Nathaniel Jacobs, in the village of Lansingburgh, for the purpose of 

receiving subscriptions for One Thousand Shares in the stock of said Company, at forty dollars 

each Share; and the said Book will be closed on the Saturday following, at sunset. Subscribers 

are required, at the time of subscribing, to pay five dollars - the further sum of five dollars on 

sixty days thereafter, on each Share by them respectively to be subscribed. 

By order of the President and Directors,  

A. DOUGLAS, Clerk. 

 

 

June 16, 1802 Lansingburgh Gazette 

PROPOSALS will be received, by JACOB A. FORT, one of the Subscribers, until the first day 

of July next, for building a BRIDGE over the Hosick Rover, north of Abraham Lake's house, to 

be completed by the first day of November next. A plan of the Bridge may be seen, by applying 

to the said Jacob, at his house in the town of Hosick. 

PHILIP SMITH, 

JACOB A. FORT 

THO's RATOONE 

Turnpike Committee 



 

Recovered Stones Gather No Loss 
By Don Rittner 

http://www.themesh.com/his258.html 

 

There are days when you 

think you're in the "Twilight 

Zone." Imagine if you will! 

On May 9th, I received an 

email from Jennifer and Dave 

Shea from Darien, 

Connecticut informing me 

that they read an article I had 

written that mentioned the 

Northern Turnpike. This 

1799 toll road led from 

Lansingburgh to Granville, a 

distance of 50 miles. 

 

Jennifer's email grabbed my 

attention: "Last year we 

found an old stone in our 

yard in Darien, CT. It reads 

Turnpike to Lansingburgh, 16 Miles." They go on to say, "We would like to return it to its 

original location." Of the 50 milestones on the turnpike, only 12 are still standing. Milestone 16 

is 170 miles from home. 

 

I asked Mike Engle about the possible location of this mile marker. Mike is an old diner 

historian, but also has a link to a Web site that lists the location and history of the turnpike 

(http://www.geocities.com/cornwallace55/ntpke.html). He informed me that milestone 16 would 

have been located on Route 67 in the Town of Pittstown. I called the Town Historian for 

Pittstown and she would welcome it back, so I am arranging the homecoming with the Shea's 

and hope to have it back in July. 

 

Now to the rest of the story. My friend and historian John Wolcott and I were doing some 

fieldwork in Schenectady County last week and took a lunch break in the new Mohawk 

Commons off Balltown Road. I was retelling the story about the Northern Turnpike when he 

remembered that across the road was an old 18th century mansion known as Duncan's 

Hermitage, now a retirement home called Ingersoll Residence, founded in 1924. 

 

About 35 years ago, John remembered seeing an old milestone of the Albany Schenectady 

Turnpike (present Central Ave, Rt.5) in the garage. We drove over and asked the administrators 

Charles O'Hare and Jim McPhee if we could rummage through their garage. It took us about two 

minutes to find it. Yes, this 1802-1805 milestone was sitting between the garage doors, covered 

with plastic still with its inscription faintly etched. It's probably milestone 10 or 11 - the 

hermitage was situated between the two. Further research (cleaning it) will shed more light on it. 



We are now working on trying to arrange a donation to the Schenectady Historical Society or 

Schenectady Museum. Hats off to the Ingersoll Residence for taking good care of this 199-year 

old stone for 80 years. 

 

Turnpikes became popular during the 18th century. Britain first authorized a toll-road in 1663, 

and "turnpike mania" swept England from about 1750 to 1772. The first American turnpike was 

built between Philadelphia and Lancaster in 1794. 

 

In 1799, Albany developed the Great Western Turnpike (Western Ave.). Lansingburgh followed 

with the Northern Turnpike, and directly across from Albany, in Rensselaer, the Eastern 

Turnpike and Rensselaer - Columbia (originally called the Albany-Columbia) Turnpikes were 

created. 

 

Troy created the Troy-Schenectady Turnpike and Albany the Albany and Schenectady Turnpike, 

both in 1802, followed by the Albany-Delaware (1805). According to George Roberts in "Old 

Schenectady," (1904), between the time of the turnpike and the completion of the Erie Canal in 

1824, this road was the key transportation feature going west because of the Western Inland 

Lock & Navigation system, created by General Philip Schuyler (completed in 1795), and the 

invention of Durham boats that could carry more freight. Schenectady prospered. According to 

Wolcott, "this prosperity was further increased with the completion of the Schenectady Turnpike 

in 1805, because Schuyler's system began at Schenectady. The turnpike connected the Hudson to 

the Mohawk where Schuyler's system began and prevailed until the completion of the Erie 

Canal." 

 

Wolcott also says it seems that the Schenectady Turnpike may have been the first paved highway 

in the Western Hemisphere and longest straight lined road. In 1811, it was getting so much 

freight wagon traffic going west, that 4 rows of flat stones were laid for the wagon wheels for a 

two-lane highway track along the entire 15-mile length of the turnpike. 

 

New York was almost last in promoting the turnpike, only fully adopting the turnpike plan with 

its General Law in 1807. Turnpikes, however, were not the financial windfalls that supporters 

imagined and most were unprofitable, not to mention unwelcome by local citizenry (often using 

"shun-pikes" (free roads) to get around the toll gates). 

 

From 1797 through 1846, 449 turnpike companies were incorporated in New York, but the actual 

number of roadways built totaled only 165. Even the short-lived boom of plank roads between 

1846 and 1853 didn't help. 

 

Water routes (Hudson River and the Erie Canal) and later steam (steamboats and trains) would 

eventually kill the turnpikes. Nevertheless, now at least two turnpike milestones are returning 

home - a milestone in itself.----- 

 

Heritage on the Hudson appears every Tuesday in the Troy Record 

 
 



 

Online Appraisal from WhatsItWorthToYou.com 
 

 

 

Appraisal ID:   83405 

Appraised On:  12-08-2005 

Title:  Northern Turnpike Mile Marker 

Date/Era/Period:  late 1700s 

Description:  Stone mile marker #16 from the 

Northern Turnpike near Albany, NY. "Turnpike 

to Lansingburgh 16 Miles" 

Condition:  Worn on edges 

Origin:  Found in the woods on our property in 

Darien, CT 

 

 

 

 

 

Appraised By: Jeffrey Motsinger 

Appraiser Comments: 

A wonderful find, you must have been quite astounded to find something so old just lying 

around. Of course, being of stone and rather like a grave-marker, it is very durable--but not being 

a gravestone it was eventually discarded. I could find no record of any stone turnpike markers 

ever being sold to the public so I can only estimate its monetary value. The IRS does not require 

an appraisal on items listed at $5,000 or less. Use IRS Form 8283 to list the donation. If the 

donee sells the item within two years of your giving it to them, they have to send you a report 

listing the selling price and you may have to amend your IRS 1040 accordingly--however, I 

doubt the Historical Society is going to sell this particular item. But if they listed it at auction it 

would probably bring $1,200 to $1,600. 

 

Current Fair Market Value: $1,200.00 

 Replacement Cost:   $1,600.00 

 
 
 
 



Paying by the Mile! 
by Don Rittner 

http://www.themesh.com/his118.html 

 

By revolutionary war times there were about a dozen people living in the Troy area. If you lived 

here at the time all roads led to Troy - sort of. Actually, there were only two roads and they both 

ended at the house of Derrick Vanderheyden at the corner of present day Ferry and River. 

 

One road went north following most of the course of present day River Street, and then split with 

one end continuing north into Pleasantdale, and the other went east up to Schagticoke. North 

First Street from King Street to North Street follows this path today and may be the only original 

part of this historic road left. 

 

The second road from Vanderheyden's house went northeast to Hoosick. 

 

For years, Vanderheyden or tenants he leased to ran a ferry here and it was the only way to cross 

the river. Farmers from the Bought area (Cohoes) just west of here found it easier to bring their 

produce here instead of Albany or Lansingburgh. But there were other markets in Vermont and 

Massachusetts and beyond that would prove profitable to whoever monopolized that trade with 

good roads. 

 

Elkanah Watson helped stir up the issue of road improvements in the entire Capital District 

region. Watson, an Albanian who believed in good infrastructure was a supporter of the growing 

turnpike movement - toll roads owned by corporations. The turnpike idea wasn't new. Britain 

first authorized a toll-road in 1663, and "turnpike mania" swept England from about 1750 to 

1772. 

 

When a turnpike organizer in Albany couldn't get public interest aroused, Watson wrote a series 

of articles in the Troy and Albany newspapers baiting each other. In the Albany paper he 

chastised the readers for letting Lansingburgh and Troy attempt to monopolize the northern trade 

at their expense. In the Troy paper he encouraged Trojans to build a turnpike connecting to 

Schenectady on the west to compete with Albany. Additional articles finally produced the 

desired effect. Albanians were jealous and fearful that Troy would steal all the northern trade and 

the Schenectady Turnpike Company was created. Lansingburgh wasn't sleeping either. 

 

In 1799, Albany developed the Great Western Turnpike (present Western Avenue). 

Lansingburgh followed with the Northern Turnpike (starting at the southwest corner of 124th St 

and 4th Ave), and directly across from Albany in Rensselaer the Eastern Turnpike and 

Rensselaer - Columbia (originally called the Albany-Columbia in 1798) Turnpikes were created. 

 

By 1805, there were several turnpikes radiating out from the Albany and Troy area. 

 

Troy finally created the Troy -Schenectady Turnpike in 1802 and Albany followed with the 

Albany and Schenectady Turnpike also in 1802, and the Albany-Delaware in 1805. 

 

Whatever Albany did Troy was to follow - or vice versa. 



 

Although New York was almost last in terms of States promoting the Turnpike (New York's full 

adoption of the turnpike plan came only with its General Law in 1807), the infrastructure for 

trade routes, along with river transportation, was now in place for the Capital District region. 

 

Turnpikes, however, were not the financial windfall that supporters thought they would be and 

most were unprofitable, not to mention unwelcome by local citizenry (often using free roads 

called "shun-pikes" to get around the toll gates). 

 

From 1797 through 1846, 449 turnpike companies were incorporated in New York State but the 

number of those turnpike companies that actually built roadway and collected tolls was only 165. 

Even the shortlive boom of plank roads between 1846 and 1853 didn't help (5th Avenue in the 

Burgh was a plank road). 

 

Water routes (Hudson River and the Erie Canal) and later Steam (Steam power boats and trains) 

would kill the turnpikes eventually, but these two factors would help Troy stand out from the 

rest. 

 

You can still find remnants of the toll roads in the area since they were marked by stone mile 

markers showing you how far you were from your destination. There is a great Northern 

Turnpike marker on your way to Schagitcoke (corner of Rt 40 and Fogarty Rd, Speigletown). 

The Delaware Turnpike (Delaware Avenue) in Albany to New Scotland has several of their mile 

stones still in place. 

 

A toll house was located at both ends of the toll roads and here you paid a toll, normally a few 

cents. All of the toll houses in the Capital District are gone. 

 

When the movement to build bridges began, they also charged tolls, and this practice was still in 

effect in the early part of the 20th century. Many old timers tell me they paid to walk across the 

old Green Island bridge. Of course any of you who drive down the Thruway know that some 

ideas, no matter how good or bad, never die.  
 



 

  
Speigletown – Fogarty Road 

 

  
Melrose – Route 40 

 

  
Route 22 – North of Cambridge – site of Innisfail (Snuffy’s) Bar and Grille 

 



  
Brook Lane, on Route 22, Salem 

 

  
38-Milepost, Route 22, North of Salem 

 
39-Milepost, Route 22, North of Salem 

 

  
40-Milepost, Route 22, North of Salem 

 



  
41-Milepost 

 

43-Milepost 

 

  
53-Milepost, Granville, NY 

 

  

  

 

 


